
Bicycle Subcommittee Minutes

May 5, 2004

In attendance: Commissioners Sarah Syed and Dave Campbell, City staff Heath Maddox, and members of the public – Claire Risley, Emily Wilcox, Bill Galligan, Anna Taylor, Jim Novosel, Robin Reynolds, Phil Morton,  Mark Abrahams, and Bryce Nesbitt.

1. Meeting Administration

Meeting Minutes: Heath Maddox said that the City cannot put a link on the City website to BFBC’s website about the meeting minutes because the minutes are not official minutes of the City and putting the minutes on BFBC’s website would give an official appearance of such.  Heath said that, instead, the committee could make the minutes part of the TC minutes and then the minutes would become part of the official minutes.

2. Public Comment

Mark Abrahams read a letter from Tom Bouye (not present) about the Milvia St. Model Bicycle Boulevard and how the agenda doesn’t provide a full description of the item. Tom’s letter  had some other comments about and also noted the difficulty for a member of the public to follow the process when there are no meeting minutes nor other public record of plans and discussions.

Robin commented about how difficult it is to cross major streets, at Dwight, Ashby and University, Alcatraz. Robin also doesn’t like the traffic circle on California/Oregon. Bryce said that the Boulevards should be extended to the City borders. Claire announced a tour of carfree cities in 2005.

3. Updates on Ongoing Projects

1. Dwight/California: Jim gave an update of the history of the project. Ann suggested that signage saying “bicycle crossing” could be added on Dwight. Mark recapped the history of the bike subcommittee recommendation on this intersection. Phil suggested a traffic signal linked to the Sacramento light would be best. Bryce commented on the similarity of parking in both plans, ADA, and the extent of useable open space. Claire is concerned about the public process.

2. Bikestation RFP Update: Heath sent a draft RFP to BART; BART is reviewing it.  It does not include the idea of above-grounding the Bikestation.  Sarah said the intent of the TC was for a major above-ground expansion.  Heath said that long-range expansion of Bikestation can happen in addition to any shorter-term expansion that is the subject of the RFP. The next meeting will discuss expansion of the Bikestation above-ground. Emily asked that the RFP include the option of charging mobility devices, but she acknowledged that it is a difficult issue.

3. Telegraph Ave Bike Lanes: Heath has not heard back from the Corp. yard on costs. 
4. 9th St. Bicycle Boulevard: meeting set for next week with Berkeley Bowl stakeholders. Heath will let Dave know if Dave can attend. Bryce suggested that the various plans for bicycle access should be made available. State STIP money of $40,000 will be lost in June 2004.

4. TFCA proposed projects

At this point, staff has no plans to file a grant application. Sarah and Dave commented on their disappointment. Heath explained that he has too much to do as it is and wouldn’t have the time to administer another grant.

5. UC Berkeley Long Range Development Plan

Claire pointed out UC’s desires to shift travelers from alternative modes of travel to cars. Dave had several substantive comments on the bicycle impacts of the LRDP and will send them to Transportation Commission for inclusion in its formal comments. Loni Hancock has introduced a bill AB 2901 requiring Universities to pay for impacts to cities.

6. Milvia St.

Sarah wants to create a model bicycle boulevard for downtown area. The subcommittee decided to discuss this in more detail at a later meeting.

7. Regional Bike/Ped Program

Dave gave an update and stated that Alameda County has created a situation where it is disadvantageous to spend local Measure B bike/ped monies on regional projects, because for each dollar spent, a 60 cent credit would be taken from the RBPP to fund other STIP projects (typically roadway projects).

8. Street Skills classes

Dave reported that BFBC has requested the City to fund a series of bicycle safety classes at a cost of $4,000. The classes would be taught by certified bicycle safety instructors at Malcolm X Elementary School. The classes could also be expanded as a pilot bicycle diversion program in conjunction with the Berkeley Police Department.  Dave (or Heath?) said that the $4,000 would come not from the city Bicycle Fund, but from city money left over from TRIP.

Adjournment


