City of Berkeley Bicycle Subcommittee

Meeting Minutes

July 14, 2004

DRAFT

In attendance:  Commissioners Sarah Syed and Dave Campbell, City Staff Matt Nichols and John Wickland, and members of the public Emily Wilcox, Julie Tell, Mark Abrahams, Claire Risley, Karen Hester, and Bryce Nesbitt.

1. Meeting Administration

Sarah motioned to approve and update minutes, done by consensus.  Matt suggested asking Phil about writing a letter to the regional coordinator for Bike to Work Day, MTC, to do a better job.

Karen  is working with the How Berkeley Can You Be festival, which will be on Sunday September 19.  She notes that Center St. will be closed from Oxford to Shattuck, maybe MLK.  She thinks that it would be nice to have bicycle maintenance there, also a Wall of Names of bicyclists and pedestrians killed by cars in Berkeley.  She also wants bikes to be in the parade this year.

Matt noted that this is the first year that the city has agreed to participate in Car-Free Day, which takes place Thursday, September 23, and it would be nice to have people pledge to go car-free at the HBCYB festival.  

August Bike Subcommittee meeting:  Possibly August 4, possibly cancelled due to staff vacation.

September meeting:  September 1- check with Heath

2. Public Comment

Emily showed a picture of a new folding bike and hopes the Wall of Names will be tasteful.
3. Updates

1. 9th Street Bicycle Boulevard and the bike path connection to Emeryville:  Bryce passed out maps of the 9th St. area.   The Berkeley Bowl will be submitting new plans and their impact is unknown right now.  Dave is trying to meet with Kava Massih (the project architect).  The traffic signal is still off at 9th/Ashby.  It is currently thought that traffic will come on 9th St and turn on Murray, which is currently not safe.   There should be a meeting with Union Pacific to determine which railroad parcels can be purchased to make the area safe for cars and bicycles.

2. Berkeley Bikestation: Matt noted that Bart is going to design the bikestation internally, but it will be managed by the city.  Dave asked about TFCA for monies to be used for capital upgrades  that allow for after hours access.  Sarah noted that Bart is studying a new portal on Center St., across from the current rotunda.

3. Telegraph Ave Bike Lanes:  Dave noted that Telegraph is due to be repaved from Ashby to the City limit in 2007.  This could be a good candidate for regional bike/ped grant.  Sarah said that Oakland hasn’t done ER yet on their plans on Telegraph in Oakland, and probably wouldn’t be ready by grant application time.  Dave suggested getting an  advance from ACTA to repave Telegraph South of Ashby, to be paid back in 2007.  Mark suggests that underground utilities would be an issue, suggests striping now and striping again after repaving.

4. California/Dwight crossing improvements:  Neighbors prefer a landscaped traffic island, but this would not help bicyclists at all.

5. Bikes on Sidewalks Evaluation:  John talked about absolute and relative numbers of bicyclsts on sidewalks before and after the City painted stencils and installed signage in Downtown Berkeley warning bicyclists to walk their bikes on the sidewalk.  The relative number of sidewalk violations was down, from ~60% of bicyclists riding on the sidewalk in September 2003 to ~50% in June 2004.  In absolute numbers, there was ~30% drop in bicyclists riding on the sidewalk.  Dave and others pointed out some problems with the study, namely that all the students are gone in June, which could skew the numbers.  Also, 9 different people did the study across 3 days in September, while John & Heath Maddox (City Staff) did it across 3 days in June.  Sarah said that riding 5 feet on sidewalk to park bike or descend to Bart isn’t necessarily a violation.  Dave would like a detailed report so it will be clear what is a violation or not.  Emily notes that the elderly fear bikes more than disabled, and all may have a different perception of what reckless is, especially when it comes to access ramps (curb cuts).  Dave and Bryce volunteered to do counts in September.  

4.    Russell/Telegraph Bike Loop and Signage:   Matt noted that the loop detector was originally programmed so that a vehicle stopped briefly, as in a right turn on red, would not trigger the light, but that has been turned off since it is an intersection where a right turn on red is not permitted. He heard rumors that the light doesn’t last long enough for bikes to get through the intersection, but has not been able to confirm it.  Bryce notes that sometimes it doesn’t work.  Mark said Heath should be notified if loops are not functioning correctly.
5.   Regional Bike/Ped. Grant Application Call for Projects-September:

Dave said that bids will be accepted for projects that include regional trips in the range of $300K to $2M, for a total of $32 million across 4 years Bay Area wide.  He wants to start thinking about Berkeley’s projects, such as extending bike lanes on Telegraph all the way from campus to downtown Oakland.  He said that intersections and the area South of Russell are included in the Regional Bike Plan.  

Bryce suggested bike cages at schools.  Out of three middle schools and one high school, only Willard has a cage, and LeConte has a cage with no door.  Theft and vandalism are problems, and discourage cycling.  Cages paired with pedestrian improvements might meet minimum requirements of $300,000, or could also be tied into bike boulevards.  It was noted that there used to be someone to lock and unlock the bike cage who has since retired.  Dave suggested that this might be a better issue for Safe Routes to Schools.

Dave reports that Heath says that a TLC project grant application for $2 million for the Ashby Bart was funded at $1 million, and the bicycle access and improvements went unfunded. This unfunded project could be a candidate for the RBPP. There will not be a grant submitted for San Pablo St. improvements.

6.   Traffic Circles and Allocation of Bike Plan Monies:  Postponed

Future Agenda Items:  

Bryce wants to get police involved in a sting of bike thefts, using GPS tracking services, at approximately $100 each.

Dave suggested that Milvia have a section closed to cars by installing barriers between Channing and Allston.  He suggested allowing parking on Milvia in exchange to reopening tennis courts at high school.  

Update bike plan review within city borders-Woolsey St, Gilman St., streets to be repaved (Spruce), Gilman/I-80 access

Minutes to go to Transportation Commission and BFBC, but there will be no link from the City of Berkeley web site.

Adjournment
