City of Berkeley Bicycle Subcommittee

Meeting Minutes

August 18, 2004

DRAFT

In attendance:  Commissioners Sarah Syed and Dave Campbell, City Staff Heath Maddox and John Wickland, Emeryville City Staff Peter Schultz-Allen, Deborah Chernin from Parks and Recreation, John Hykes from Wolfe-Mason (landscape consulting firm), and members of the public Emily Wilcox, Julie Tell, Mark Abrahams, Claire Risley, Mark Liolios, Marcy Greenhut, Jason Meggs, Philip Morton, and Bryce Nesbitt.

1. Meeting Administration

Sarah motioned to approve and update minutes, done by consensus.  She discussed the new protocol for getting minutes on-line.

Dave mentioned that El Cerrito is having a community workshop on bike/ped/disabled access on Monday 7 pm and El Cerrito Community Center.

Marcy mentioned that there will be a work party at BCAT on September 8 for car-free day, to be held as part of How Berkeley Can You be festival.

Sarah mentions that she and Heath will attend the Bike/Walk conference in Victoria.  For more information see bikewalk.org.

Heath notes that a notice of intent of negative declaration for the Marin Ave configuration.  This includes striping from San Pablo Ave. to Alameda Ave, going from four lanes to two lanes with a left turn lane in the middle.  There will be a public hearing in Albany in September with their traffic committee, and in Berkeley on the third Thursday in October.  Materials are available about the changes.  

Next meeting will be September 15.

2. Public Comment

Mark L. says traffic safety is an issue at the South end of Aquatic Park.  He would also like striping and signage.  

Mark A. would prefer the meeting dates to be more regular, and if it won’t take place the first Wednesday of the month from 4-6, that it be known well in advance.  

3. Bicycle/Pedestrian Bridge over I-80 Landscaping Improvements.

Debra says funding has come in for landscaping the access to the bike/ped crossing.  The direction is set but there are questions still remaining.  

John Hykes (from the landscape consulting firm, Wolfe-Mason) showed plans incorporating parking in the front and back of plaza, and the bike path moved to the back of the plaza so cars won’t cross the path.   It is not known which parking is public or private, and while this hasn’t been a problem yet, signs for the public could be useful.   Access to the business at One Bolivar Dr. from Addison St., and room to turn around must be included.  Also being considered is a way to separate pedestrians from the road with a boardwalk, and a crosswalk and speedbumps for crossing from the parking lot.  There will be educational signs and maps, and a two-foot high curb wall to separate bikes and pedestrians from the parking lot.  Currently planned is a line of 5 bollards on the diagonal to slow bikes and divert autos, but this needs more analysis.  There should be some stripes made of something other than concrete, or maybe a different colored concrete to signal transition.   Sarah says colored concrete gets really dirty, colored asphalt might be better.  Heath  suggests permeable concrete.   Debra will speak to the owner of the business to see if better alternatives can be found.  

Mark L states that bicyclists commonly use Aquatic Park rather than Addison, and safety needs there also need to be considered.  He thinks that bike lanes on Addison, at least to 4th St., would be a good idea.   

Emily notes that Addison’s surface is a problem for the disabled, and scoring treatments can be misinterpreted as early warnings.

Marcy thinks there should be signs for the freeway, 2nd St., and 6th St.

Mark A. thinks that there should be signs similar to the purple signs of the bike boulevard network.  

Debra will speak to the owner of the business at 1 Bolivar to see if better alternatives can be found to giving up green space for parking.  

There will be more review of design and development before construction documents are drawn up.  

3.   Updates

1. 9th Street Bicycle Boulevard and the bike path connection to Emeryville:  Heath has two alignments being considered.   Phase 1 would consist of a connection from the new Berkeley Bowl at 9th/Heinz across the SE portion of the property, and would connect 9th St. South of Ashby, continuing up Murray.   There is 1 million from the bike/ped program available now for this.  Phase II would use the railroad right of way all the way South of Ashby.  Union Pacific would like to sell, and they are doing an appraisal with the city now.   He will request a signal at Heinz/San Pablo-possibly a 4-way to continue the bike path up Oregon for a block.  Peter says in Emeryville the businesses pay half the cost for the greenspace adjacent to their businesses.  Bryce suggests crosswalks, motions sensors, in-road lights for safety, adding that 65th St. is not good bike-crossing.  

2. Telegraph Avenue Bike Lanes
Heath says that Peter Eckland has requested proposals for repaving and restriping citywide.  Heath will find out how many parking spaces between Dwight and Ashby will need to be removed for this section of the bike lane.  

3. California/Dwight crossing improvements
Heath states that neighbors made a plan, and that a need for a signal has been identified, but this will not come out of bike/ped money.  

4. Bikes on Sidewalks Evaluation
Heath notes that the Office of Transportation finds the signs ineffective so far.  New signs will be made double sided, and the re-evaluation will start in September.  Marcy suggests stickers on bike racks. 

4. Milvia  Street Model Bicycle Boulevard Planning

Sarah likes the idea of a plaza between Allston and Center.  Dave thinks the engineers should do a study on how much cut-thru traffic there is between Channing and University.  He suggests that right turn only from Milvia to University.  Philip says it’s not safe riding because of the door zone and the car zone.

5. Regional Bike/Ped. Grant Application 
Heath said that bids are being accepted, 25% now for regional projects, 75% in December for county projects.  There will be 8 million for 9 counties, and each district can submit up to 4 million to the CMA by September 3rd for ready to go projects.   Priority in Berkeley is the 9th St. extension, others include the Bay Trail to Marina extension, Aquatic Park, a path from Amtrak to Addison, and pedestrian considerations on San Pablo.  Mark A. suggests bike boulevards across arterials.  

Future Agenda Items:  

Mark L suggests striping, signage, and better safety at the south end of Aquatic Park.

Bryce wants bike theft to be discussed.

Mark A suggested that bike abandonment be discussed, Marcy wants to discuss recycling them.  

Adjourment

