City of Berkeley Bicycle Subcommittee

Meeting Minutes

September 15, 2004

APPROVED
In attendance:  Commissioner Dave Campbell, City Staff Heath Maddox, members of the public Emily Wilcox, Julie Tell, Mark Abrahams, Claire Risley, Marcy Greenhut, Hank Resnik, Philip Morton, and Bryce Nesbitt.

1. Meeting Administration

Mark has not received comments on minutes (to incorporate into final version ) from Sarah.  Mark says that, starting now, he will directly accept comments on minutes instead of waiting for them to be channeled through Sarah.  He suggests that any further concerns about the minutes procedure can be handled in an offline discussion with  Dave and Sarah.  

Heath has tried to open his Kryptonite lock with a pen, wasn’t successful.  He thinks this might be an urban legend.  

Peter Hillier had Heath distribute a memo about stop signs on Russell St. at Pine and Piedmont.

Dave announced that dates are set for Street Skills classes- 11/10, 12, 13,  at Malcolm X Elemementary School library and playground.

Phil notes that October 16 is “Walk Your Child to School” Day

Heath notes that Sunday is the How Berkeley Can You Be parade.

Heath wants responses in writing about the negative declaration for bike lanes on Marin Avenue from Cornell St to The Alameda.  There will be a public meeting Thursday September 23 at Albany City Hall.

2. Public Comment

Marcy got an email from Bonnie Hughes about getting funding for artistic bike racks along Addison from the Arts Commission, maybe Bike Subcommittee can pick sites. 

Mark A hears that OOT will put stop signs on Russell, which aren’t great for bikes.  They talked to residents, but not bicyclists.  According to OOT, these will start going in in three weeks..  Other options were not acceptable to neighbors.  

Emily notes that wheelchair friendly cabs may be useful for bicycles.  

3. Report back from ProWalk/ProBike Conference in Victoria, B.C.

Heath reported back from the 3rd Bike/Walk conference that he’s attended.  The theme was public health and how it relates to biking walking.  It was more oriented towards public health, less transit related.  Bay Area was well represented.  Good info was available on Safe Routes to School, 

4. Bicycle Access to the Proposed Ferry Terminal

This item will be further discussed when Sarah returns. The Redevelopment Office is working on a project for an Aquatic Park Connection to provide pedestrian access from the train station to 4th St./Addison, The city has submitted a grant for funding of extension of Bay Trail. Claire says this will be discussed at the West Berkeley PAC (Project Area Commission) workshop Thurs Sept 30 at  the West Berkeley Senior Center.  The location of ferry terminal may still be undecided- Gilman or Marina. Mark A says bikes from ferries are exposed to salt spray -- not healthy on steel.  Ideally, future ferry designs should give better protection from salt spray—bicyclists may want to lobby for this.

  5.     Updates

1. Striping projects.  Heath states that there will be a meeting at the OOT about bike lanes on September 21.  6th St. already restriped between Cedar and Gilman,   Gilman/80 interchange has also been striped with lanes and parking spots which hopefully will improve things.  Mark A says the pavement there is deteriorating, paint will come off; he hopes OOT is prepared to restripe it when needed.  Telegraph to be done soon.   Stencils put on the four cut-throughs in the San Pablo Park area.  Parking restrictions on Hearst between LeRoy/Arch have been removed on the downhill side  There will be two lanes, with a bike lane possibly going in on the uphill side.

2. Spruce St.  Mark A wants to know when it will be repaved.  Dave says the work is to be done with federal funds, and thus is waiting for Congress to pass the next big transportation funding bill.  Spruce is #1 on TEA-3, will be repaved as soon as funding is reauthorized.

3. Status on call for projects for bike/ped funding,  Dave says they have to be consolidated ready in January, rather than staggering in.  Heath says that Caltrans has two grant programs with October deadlines:  Environmental Justice, and Community Planning.  Dave says that this year’s focus is on traffic circles, next year is up for grabs.   Heath will concentrate on updating bike plan

6.    Bicycle Theft:  Theft Data and Prevention Strategies

This item was requested by Bryce and Sarah. Heath called police about this, and they don’t track statistics. Heath isn’t sure how useful statistics would really be, other than to satisfy curiosity.    Bryce wonders if this should be put into the bike plan.  Heath suggests education on bike locking.  Bryce wants a bike sting operation,  Dave says they do it, especially in front of YMCA.

7. UC Berkeley Bicycle Plan

This item is here at Sarah’s request, but Sarah is not present.  Heath says they have funding from measure B, but nothing going on yet.

8. City Bike Plan Update

Heath needs updated bike plan by December 1 in order to secure funding from the state Bicycle Transportation Account (BTA).  Berkeley’s plan needs substantial improvement/update but is still applicable (4 yrs old) .  Heath suggests a quick and dirty update to meet Caltrans standards, which are not very strict, and then do it later in-house rather than hire consultants.

Checklist:  MTC does determination -- Doug Johnson will decide if up to date.  

i. estimated number of commuters now and how much it will improve

ii. Map of area including schools, neighborhoods, various buildings.

iii. Map of existing and proposed bike lanes (available at Car free day)

iv. Map of bike racks/ parking facilities

v. Map / descriiption for lockers, rest rooms, showers

vi. Description of bike safety education programs.


vii. Description of community involvement

viii. Description of how the bike program fits into the bigger transit picture

ix. Description of projects proposed and priorities

x. Description of past expenditures and future financial needs


Heath is going to concentrate on updating the last two.  Proposed projects are in the bike plan, Appendix F, and page 4-10.   Bryce wants to differentiate between bike projects and stuff that bicyclists want when intersections are redone.  Mark A wants priorities from public for  2005.  Dave says boulevards alone would be enough to keep fund going.  Update could be an Appendix 3, more maps, short list.  Dave wants it stated that ALL bikes welcome on every road so that all projects can incorporate bicycle facilities.  Refer to Alameda Co bike plan for hints/consistency.  Dave wants map of what bike boulevard should look like back in.  Bryce wants regional stuff (beyond Berkeley limits) put in.  CA/Ashby light on short list.  Bryce suggests separate lists:  

1. repaving anyway

2. strengthening bike network

Mark A wants to know why Woolsey St is not a bike boulevard—says it should be.  Maybe Ed Roberts campus will cause reconfiguration of Woolsey at Ashby Bart.  Woolsey is already a bike route, should be boulevard.  In North Berkeley, Sonoma is already great for bikes, should be used, from Josephine to Solano/Marin.  Heath will write/collate.  Hank notes Rose is dangerous below Shattuck.   

Discussion of the Bike Plan’s designation “Class 2.5, Shared Roadway.” (pp 4-1, 4-5).Heath says that because this designation is peculiar to Berkeley’s plan, it causes confusion.  He wants to remove it.  (Speaker unrecorded, probably Hank or Dave): The   2.5 designation means that it deserves improvement, but is too narrow for bike lanes (Class 2).    Therefore Hank and Dave want to retain the Class 2.5 designation—to note which narrow streets especially need improvement  Mark doesn’t want us to get hung up on this point – asks if it is possible to satisfy everyone by removing the 2.5 designation yet retaining the list of streets which particularly merit improvement.   Hank thinks getting rid of 2.5 designation may be ambitious for December 1 deadline.  He wants to see if anything will come of it.   

*****Heath wants project ideas sent, new ones and priority lists and he will make a project list for next meeting.  To be put out to BFBC for an interim solution/2004 addendum*****

Future Agenda Items:  

Artistic bike racks on Addison

New stop signs on Russell St. (5) and bike boulevards in general

CA/ Dwight updates

Bike updates for interim plan

Adjournment
