City  of Berkeley


Bicycle Subcommittee of the Transportation Commission


Meeting Minutes


March 8, 2005  2:30-4:30pm 





Commissioners present: Sarah Syed


Staff present: Heath Maddox, Tasha Tervalon, Injury Prevention Program


Public: Mark Abrahams, Emily Wilcox, Claire Risley, Scott Mace, Phil Morton, Tom Buoye, Bryce Nesbitt (arr. 4:02pm), Jason Meggs (arr. 4:09pm)


Minutes taker: Claire Risley





Meeting Administration


Announcements: Bike to work day TAC March 15, 2005


      Grizzly Peak Century May 1, 2005


      10th anniversary of Critical Mass 3/11/2005


      Carl Pope, Sierra Club Chair: “Sierra Club and the Endangered Bicyclist” Hillside Club 3/16/05





2.   Public Comment:


Scott Mace: Concerned about effects of traffic signal at Ashby/Hillegass: would like to know what application is: is any special treatment planned ? For example, half-signal, Santa Rosa lights?


Tom Buoye: Concern re bike lane on Milvia St in front of Berkeley High School.





Bike/Ped Injury Prevention Program (Tasha Tervalon)


Tasha distributed a handout with project update details. Bike Rodeo, Scope of Injury PP: Washington School, Water/Bike/Gun Safety K-3; Grant for $600K for Bike Ped  Safety Program in Berkeley High. Discussion of grant wording:


Berkeley is one of the safest places for the individual to bike or walk, but at the same time, because we have so many bikers and walkers, the aggregate number of injuries goes


up (Mark and Phil).


Tasha: Serious obesity problem, and anything we can do to get kids outside to exercise, eat well, multimodal approaches are being used.  Concentrates on S and W Berkeley Schools because that’s where the need is the most.


Sarah: You don’t reach all S. and W. Berkeley kids because they are bussed all over the place; 


Tasha: We do after school programs in the neighborhood, and outreach at Thousand Oaks


Sarah: Is there a curriculum for the program? Hands on, do it with Middle School Kids, not the elementary school kids. Most middle school kids are allowed to bike to school, whereas elementary kids are not so much allowed.


Tasha: Question by Buoye re drug and alcohol use and its impact on biking.





Updates on Ongoing Projects


Ashby Hillegass signal.  Heath: The BTA (CalTrans) grant application was the reason he updated the bike plan; it is on a bike blvd. Neighbors are very concerned and there will be updates to the neighborhood. Maybe only a light on Ashby and not on Hillegass. Sarah asks for more public input.  We note that the bruhaha with the Stuart and Russell/Telegraph signals (with mediation etc), would best not be repeated as it is a huge waste of staff time. 


Bike Map.  Heath wants to spend his time on a Reinick and Reinick format map, such as Oakland and SF have.. Reinick and Reinick already publish the “%%Campus Area Map” which could be adapted.. Cost and Control is discussed. Mark references the EBBC map for possible ideas.


      Emily: Will the new map be put on the website? Heath, yes but cannot print it.


      Heath: A bike and pedestrian map: the Walk Bike Berkeley  Map


Milvia Bike Lanes:  Possible restriping. Hamid Mustafi, Traffic Engineer, will have the lead on it. Buoye: if the striping were on both sides of the street: Heath: I ride that route every day—will it happen? Maybe soon.


Derby:  Is it a bike route? Only between Ellsworth and Hillegass.





Berkeley Bowl/West Berkeley Bike Facilities


Heath: We now have 2 contractors for the 9th St Bike Blvd extension: (1) Right-of-way appraisal and acquisition services company; and (2) a lawyer that will help us with the RR properties from Emeryville to past Anthony (parallel to 9th St).  Heath distributed a map (printed on flip side of agenda) showing all the parcels he wants to buy. If we can get money from the BikePed Program, we want to buy it all.  Heath hopes that one day the path will go straight through instead of jogging as in the present plan. The WBB has not got its permits yet. Heath showed the architectural drawings, dated 24 Sep 2004, to discuss easements from WBB, AHA, it’s the city’s already, AHA wants to build out to the edge, so they want our bike path width?


Sarah: Parking on both sides of the street, can there be humps? What about Ped and bike safety? Signal on Heinz and San Pablo. Heath thinks that speeds will be low, no need for bumps or bike lanes, Heath thinks that will confuse motorists. Sarah: We are watching the ½ block of bike boulevard. Heath: Circulation is different. Sarah: Why discontinuous? Heath: Speeds won’t be over 30 mph. Buoye: Only people going straight are the bikes. Mark: Bulbouts at the lower end of Solano Ave in Albany work well to calm the traffic; could use that here. Sarah: Heinz and 9th; a 4-Way stop? Traffic Circle? Maintain, not increase the traffic on a Bike Boulevard. Q: Will there be bike boulevard stenciling and signage on 9th? Heath: yes, Berkeley Bowl will pay for that.


Heath: the design from from OOT for the WBB project is now in the past; next the project goes to Planning Commission, ZAB, and Transportation Commision.


Bryce: 4:02pm enters. Got his map at 2/06/05 meeting and off the city website. Distributes his version. Heath: That is not the city’s version, and will never be used by the city.


Removal of existing tracks and (Caltrans and City) for the bus and Ped. Group or Bryce:Can they remove them now? 





Caldecott Tunnel 4th Bore Mitigations (Campbell)


Postponed because Dave Campbell not present. Derby /Hillegass to be discussed with him, too?





7. Electronic Bike lockers at North Berkeley Bart


Heath: Dave Campbell had asked for an advance from ACTIA on the Measure B funding to do this, but Heath cannot take the time to do so.


Bryce: Safe Routes to Transit funding is open for that. Sarah: there is funding.


Heath: We focused on 9th Street, Ped and bike improvements there, my time is going there.


Steven Grover, Laura Timothy for it; Bart might pay for it; put through applications for it but Berkeley didn’t get it. Bryce: Cameras would be a solution.





2005 Commission Priorities


Open brainstorm or finite list?  Emily: list is very long. Heath: Suggests that pressure to keep our Trasportatin Planners funded would help.  Kara Vesage, since last summer 3/5th time. Re:9th St., Rail acquisition: Heath feels he has enough support from the city and public for that. Milvia street striping. Bike Station Expansion for all the Vista and Cal students who are riding their bikes to school.  Phil: UC LRDP. Bryce: a list that Carolyn had full staffing for Office of Transportation. For all the other things—running wish list  that Bryce hands out. Jason: Someone hit the barrier at McKinley/Washington School.





Adjournment 4:30pm





Respectfully Submitted: Claire Risley


