BIKE SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF BERKELEY, June 14, 2005





MINUTES OF TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 2005  meeting at 2:30pm, Dawn Redwood Room, 1947 Center St, 3rd Floor


MINUTE TAKER: Claire Risley, BFBC


COMMISSION MEMBERS PRESENT: Sarah Sayed, Dave Campbell


STAFF PRESENT: Heath Maddox


MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC: Ray Chamberlin, Claire Risley, Mark Abrahams, Emily Wilcox, Phil Morton, Scott Mace, Jason Meggs,Tom Buoye, Bryce Nesbit (3:01pm)





Meeting Administration


a. Approval of Agenda


Public comment: Phil: Traffic Circles: need at least Yield Sign at stop-signless intersections Dave: Data to come from Traffic Circles? Asks Heath when that might come.


Scott: Hillegass/Ashby signal: 6/21, Public Meeting 6/30 from Kriss Worthington


Anne form Missing Link: Dwight and California intersection problem with children crossing item for future agenda.


Updates on Ongoing Projects


9th Street: Heath: Million dollar grant succeeded, to fill funding gap for acquisition; we have money sitting in VTA for construction for a year. Parcels in Berkeley might be more expensive than those in Emeryville. Measure B money is there to, kept aside in case we need more for the acquisition of the RR  swath. Dave: When will discussions with CALTrans happen about access on Ashby? Heath: not until Berkeley Bowl plans; until we get a safe crossing and a signal, we will continue with the jog—not the 9th street alignment; At the present we have the Berkeley Bowl offering to pay for some of it, so we will do their plan—going straight through, appraisal problems; Fire Dept looking for extra space, City Clerk looking as well so much happening. Dave. Just so you know the committee prefers straight through. Q by Sarah:BB won’t pay for the signal. The first appraisal will be by next month.


Spruce Street repaving, traffic calming:


      Peter Eaklund talked to Heath about impact of construction; Class 2.5-Class 3 route, eventually will get bike route D-11 green bike route signs. Thoughts about Subcomm requests for Full Use of Lane, Refers to CVC: Sarah tries to convince Heath to apply this sign to Spruce. Peter’s plan is to borrow a stencil from SF to put down and see if they help. Spruce, Hearst, Gilman e.g, Peter is planning 2 meetings in July, and one in Sept. to discuss it further. Ray Chamberlin: Bikes speeding down Spruce, not safe because of cars parked, children dogs running out. Heath: No proposal for bike lanes. Bryce: glad to see differences in marking between uphill and downhill. Dave: Is traffic calming part of the plan for Spruce? 


Telegraph Bike Lanes


      Peter working on the striping contract; might happen this summer (July/Sept). But might not happen this  fiscal year. Dave: can we see the layout, plans. Heath: We developed it over a year ago. Peter will send plans through ouir subcommittee: Peter Eacklund witll handle that.


Marin Avenue Reconfiguration- Report by Heath Maddox, staff


      Plans put out in middle of table: circle to Lassen, lanes are existing; only thing added is in circle parking stripe and 5-1/2 foot bike lane. Problems with merging on Monterey: �The South side is ok, no parking cos of firehouse; North side has parking and bike lane combined. Caltrans requirements; it gets wider as you move west; 13 feet down to the Alameda. If the parking is unmarked you can have combined 12 feet, but if parking marked, bike lane goes down to 5 feet.


      Albany is having some trouble making it fit: left turn lane widths start with 13 so get 6 inches on either side. Extended door goes 2 inches into bike lane and that gives 3 feet if 5 so 5-1/2’ is better. Bryce: Suggests


putting 5’ uphill and 6’ downhill; take off the ½ inch. General 6 foot lane uphill, and sharrow downhill. Dave:


an additional sign might help: Heath shows diamond committee asks for Lane Narrows sign. Ray’s never seen a lane narrow, just a Road Narrows sign. All support the diamond sign in the pavement. Discussion of the painting of the lanes on Marin and Monterey. Money for the project, striping on Monterey. Just restriping, not slurry sailing? Dave asks; no, replies Heath. Ray: bollards going to stay? Re:Colusa and his blind neighbor.


Milvia Street Bike Lanes


      Will get done in the next fiscal year, after July; Sarah asks about extending the lane north past cedar/rose.


Heath gave that suggestion to Hamid: long term project; won’t go anywhere short term because we are dealing with drop-off problems; Peter found out the no parking by High School is drug dealing anti use


Emeryville Bike Boulevard Signage:Bryce: purple signs won over blue. Why? Because blue is handicapped color, and everyone would park, Emily explains and says coral is not as noticeable. 


Caldecott tunnel: 4th Bore mitigations: How to get a bike path between Tunnel Road and Lake Temescal.


       Other mitigations we were looking for: eg, signal at Hillegass/Ashby Cferraz@DOT.gov, Christina Ferraz is the lead person. On the Trans Comm Agenda this Thursday, Caldecott neighbors are concerned. On Ashby 10-12K new trips are going to be squeezed through the tunnel. 


Safe Routes to Transit Call for Projects


      City has put in 3 applications and Matt is doing it: 1.ped scale lighting at 3 intersections, 2.nodes San Pablo Area; and 3. Ed Roberts Campus:  As they have an entrance on Woolsey, ped/bike access will be gone, replaced by an elevator. Mark: Biggest problem to a bike boulevard at Woolsey is BART; keep that in mind for long-term. Emily: bikes and wheelchairs do not mix in an elevator. Ramp is more appropriate. Sarah: I am amazed that Safe Routes is being used to close off a major entrance to BART. This is inaccess to major transit. Ed  Roberts should be paying for an access or ensure that they are not blocking an entrance. Heath: done deal: Sarah: Rubber stamping, not public vetting; Why use the Ed Roberts campus? Dave’s suggestions about Adeline were the impetus. Caleb is the lead on this. Mark: The commission on Disability and the TC  might  look at this.


Tom Buoye: College and Adeline on Alcatraz bike lanes would be a good idea. 


Downtown Berkeley Bart Bikestation expansion—clock is ticking on BAAQMD money, probably not enough money to do the work.


Dwight Way Bulb-Outs


      6 feet out extend speed bumps : Curtis Mabel, Acton. What about 


      Dave: TFC money, so how does this make traffic move more slowly? Phil: Is there a before/after tally?


Regular Meeting time and Date


      Meet the first week of the month, so  Sarah has a MW Studio Class meets 2-5pm  Tuesdays first Tues of month 4-6pm for the forseeable future. Til February 2006.


Meeting Adjourns 4:21pm 


