Bicycle Subcommittee of the City Transportation Commission


Tuesday July 12, 2005





Meeting at 2:30 pm, Dawn Redwood Room, 1947 Center Street, 3rd Floor


Minute Taker: Claire Risley, BFBC


Commission Members Present: Dave Campbell, Sara Sayed


Staff Present: Heath Maddox


Members of the Public: Katherine Swift (Kat), Claire Risley, Mark Abrahams, Arlene Merryman, Jason Meggs, Bryce Nesbit





Meeting Administration:


Approval of minutes: April 2005, approved. June, 2005 not approved waiting for editing.


Public Comment: Dust on Ashby and Hillegass; Reflectors on Arlington, Bike riding tickets,


        Kat and Jason.  Bryce: Bay Street, between  Shellmound  and Aquatic Park (southern end)


Sharrows and Class 2.5 Bikeways


Dave has a computer picture of a sharrow (pavement marking/stencil). Dave has seen them in San Francisco, and Spruce repaving, Gilman between San Pablo and Hopkins—any street where you can’t put in a good bike lane. Heath: Staff reorganization: Chuck de Leuw has fully retired, Peter Ecklund  is now 100%


in Plan Review, (?) Dave shows the door zone and the placing of the sharrow and says there are studies confirming the sharrow’s effectiveness in videos and statistics. Some shortcomings are visible, and San Francisco didn’t look at traffic speeds; they looked at volume and different streets, how could we make these improvements happen while streets are being paved? Heath: We could test sharrows by putting them down on streets that are going to be torn up anyway, and testing them that way. There is willingness all around, Peter has been given the authority to do that, but I may have too much to do. Sharrows are going to be considered as universal signal devices. This device is not meant to control speeds. It is to tell cyclists and drivers there are cyclists in this space, not to be confused with speed control and traffic calming. Bryce: Hampshire Street study deals with types of bikelane stripe. Discussion of 2.5 and 3 Class bike lanes. Mark: timing is the issue; not that it won’t be done. Peter E. was in charge of the sharrow and Spruce street bike lanes.  Kara is a temporary employee Dave: speed data, can you get? And signage, both sharrow and


full use of the lane would be good to do.





Curtis/Gilman/Ohlone Greenway Intersection Safety


       Heath: An issue brought by Linda Maio re pedestrian injuries at this intersection. It’s a  4-way stop. And the way the O.G comes in there has lot of cyclists going through there without stopping. Stats don’t show many bike/auto collisions, I think because Berkeley drivers are more polite. Mark: it is a Class I


bike lane. Heath has his own ideas about how the intersection can be improved. Heath’s diagram goes into street off Greenway, right across street in street, crosses intersection and gets back onto Greenway reconfigured.  Jason: Use colors to tell bikes where to go.  Heath: Bay Trail crossings at University, etc. are to have cyclists dismount. Sarah: city of El Cerrito has a grant for this sort of thing. Bryce: they have reconfigured the Ohlone Greenway so the bike lane goes Rapup: not a high priority issue: If it said 6 way stop sign and the curb cuts were not so deep, but I wouldn’t prioritize doing that.


Bryce: what about markings in the diagonal to reflect reality. Mark: Asks that we discuss this issue of marking Class I bike lanes that intersect. Heath: Issue working on now:  Especially  University and Gilman.





Updates on Ongoing Projects


       a. 9th Street: Heath: preliminary report back from appraisers to be finished when they do the final negotiation; some bad news: assessment is a lot higher than previously expected, so OOT will be unable to acquire all the parcels outright as originally hoped.  Possibilities include: acquire just easements in places; pool with other city agencies also looking to acquire land.  Agencies looking into storage facilities: Fire dept., other city agencies.  Get all interested parties together to talk.  Not as simple as everyone thought it would be, but feels optimistic about the project. 


Dave: Kava Massih indicated that Berkeley Bowl might give money to this. Now Berkeley Bowl is doing a full EIR. So please get them involved.


b. Channing Repaving: When it was repaved,  Corp yard people never did the restriping so we are going to redo the whole courtyard, and they are going to put things back the way they were. Telegraph: Downhill use shared lane Channing downhill between Piedmont and Shattuck because of bike speed being about the same as cars. 


       Bryce: can we have an agenda item about speeds on downhill. Sarah: there are state guidelines with the problems of having  a lane on only one side. Sarah will pull the guidelines for people to see. Kat: 9th Street loop detector is broken.


Marin Lawsuit is outstanding by Raymond Chamberlin. But Colusa islands are gone. Should be done2nd half of August  depending on Albany’s getting their part done, ours starts when they are finished.





Auditory Safety and the Municipal Code re bicycle bells


       Bells on bikes: Bryce shows bell that the Arlington MA bike safety group gave out-perception difference re how close bike was to the pedestrian: cheap, $1 each. Courtesy is the 


issue. Dave: not a safe distance: incorrect perception of bike rider. Arlene  walks fast.


Heath: can talk to Tasha Tervelon, Health and Human Services Safety tech. Update on bike map, showing all the components a bike should have, including bells.





Ed Roberts Campus


Sarah: We gave specific comments that were never changes to or eliminating the bike access to Bart.   Matt Nichols: BART is coming tomorrow to discuss this so good (gives us a sheet)


Sarah and Bryce don’t think the Safe Routes to Transit grant would be granted for something that asks Pedestrians to walk all the way around on Tremont or wait for an elevator, or open up a stairwell.


Top group is what Matt thinks to request now. The 2nd shelf are access issues. Shattuck and Woolsey signal.  Ed Roberts  has to pay ¼ of that.  Bryce: Gap at Woolsey takes out service because it is going to eliminate:what? Planning application for improved safety on this round. Planning for west side is  going to be taken up by Council Member Anderson, but Matt has to write grant before that meeting. No entrance for cars or bikes from Woolsey—will be on Adeline. Sarah Recommends giving comments to Matt on line. Bart has new signage plan, pointing people to bike lockers. Signage for access points to elevator, ramps etc.will be put in.


8. Bike Subcommittee Regular Meeting Time/Date 


 Sarah: Let’s go back to First Wednesday 1st 4-6pm for the rest of year. Starting September, as there is no meeting in August.


Adjourn 4:44pm


       








