November 2, 2005

Meeting of the Bicycle Subcommittee of the City Transportation Commission

                    1947 Center Street 3rd Floor Dawn Redwood Conference Room

Staff Present: Heath Maddox

Commissioners Present: Dave Campbell, Chair, Sarah Sayed

Public Present: Mark Abrahams, Emily Wilcox, Phil Morton, Claire Risley, Arlene Merriman, Bryce Nesbit

Minute taker: Claire Risley

1. Meeting Administration

Introductions: OK

Approval of Agenda OK Emily asks for Minutes; Minutes Approved for September and October

Announcements: 

a. Phil: BFBC Birthday Party: 7-10pm, BFUU, December 10, 2005. Anyone connected with bicycling in Berkeley and environs may attend. Cost: $20.

b. Dave: City Staff Transportation to work statistics are in, and there is an increase in Bart and Bus use, due to EcoPass 

c. Bryce: Proposed Bridge over Cerrito Creek as an extension of the 9th St. Bicycle Blvd Path Cheri is working on it—Project of Albany and El Cerrito

d. Emily: Characteristics of alternative road vehicle flyer passed around

e. Heath: Issue of bikes in crosswalk, pathway: CVC is going to take this up; he found out in   Sacramento at California Bike Association

2.   Public Comment: 

      Arlene: Concern about electric cars, going to put people in danger, needs a slight noisemaker.

3. West Berkeley Bowl  DEIR

a. Heath: Rail has assessment done, and will tell price this week. About 2 million we have.  Dave: Traffic light at Heinz and San Pablo proposed. EIR out, comments taken until end of November. 

Says that traffic on 9th st. will be from now 1700 to  proposed 2500 cars 

b. Dave: Looking at bike safety, do we only look at traffic volumes? Speeds? Conflict points.

a.Heath: Some mitigations: Parking for bikes, Multi use pathway north of 9th to offset of 9th so bikes and peds can get down to offset. Traffic light at Heinz and San Pablo is also being put in by West Berkeley Bowl. They realize they have a lot of customers who ride and walk there.

b. Dave: What do you think of ~ 4000 cars on this roadway, and what is the impact on bike safety.

c. Phil: Bikes traveling East uphill, then traffic heading West  into Bowl, will have a conflict, regardless of speed. Bryce: no one slows down for it though. Not cars, or cyclists.

b. Dave: Seems to me the strategy of offset route is losing significance. The money might be enough to do a straight shot right through to Ashby.

a. Heath: before we get the double Ashby signal, we must use the jog, to accomodate The crossing, We want it, But know not when we will have it. The path will put you out on sidewalk in front of 1001

Ashby and routing the path there would be a bad idea.  Will it get you to Emeryville? 

d. Bryce: the Emeryville Greenway will be complete in the spring. I go on the dirt south 1-1/2 block to get to Emeryville The 2 alternatives to get to Emeryville, San Pablo and 7th street, are horrid. The link is crucial now.

a. Heath: We are talking about Steps for the Ashby light, we did some work 5 years ago to get the light, Caltrans is a big issue, and there are issues about cueing and other things, I’m not sure. It is a big deal. 

      d. Bryce: I support a jog. This is a logical extension of a sidewalk. It is not a bike boulevard, for having the entrance and exit, narrow it to be a sidewalk, keep it vehicular through the Bowl’s parking lot 

e. Mark:I’m not thrilled with riding through a supermarket parking lot.  

c. Phil: The red marking is the edge of the parking lot, with no stalls on that part; whether switch to sidewalk riding, and  trading conflict points, when extreme congestion, people must operate carefully.

How wide is the path:  20 feet, 4 way stop at Anthony and 9th. As a Cyclist you’re entering the intersection from the “sidewalk,” which is dangerous. So if the parking lot is chained, the other route will be prohibited. They are interested in improving traffic to their business.

b. Dave: Interim solution is the viable thing. Oregon: The signage already cues people riding from west to east to go on Heinz, so the Heinz light will

d.  Bryce: take the bike boulevard to Oregon from Heinz; make a small cut through in median on San Pablo to go up Russell; better because can turn right on San Pablo, and don’t have to wait for signal at Heinz; 

b. Dave: Cut through gives a modest help to bike route on Russell. Let us put this on our workplan for next year just what kind of and how much traffic –Phases discussion, San Pablo is at a low level of service, and how are they going to handle an offset signal light phase. Ask for little bit of money for cut  through on San Pablo.
4. 2006 Street Repaving Piedmont Ave bike/ped improvements

  Piedmont Avenue: width is: 21’. Money is from CMA, so they are asking how we accommodate bikes and pedestrians; What improvements would we like to see: on Piedmont between Galey and Dwight. Sharrows are an idea in an idea to improve the Piedmont Circle at Channing. It's too narrow for a bike lane and some signage for bikes to go straight through: The right turn is decommissioned at Dwight and Piedmont, so if that could be replaced with bollards so bikes can get around much easier. From Piedmont to Lower Piedmont, so come straight across. Heath, what do you think? Sharrows: Heath will write a memo. We are not going to do the test of the marking. I will get to it when I get through the pedestrian plan I am doing now. Discussion about the memo.

5. Budget Update: Various Bike Funding Sources

Best way to utilize  the money on this side is to keep on top of the street rehabbilitation projects on the other side of the paper Heath handed out.

6. Woolsey Street Bike Boulevard Possibilities
a. Mark: Almost ready for bike boulevard treatments. Matt Todd CMA told Dave that there is a community Planning Grant for West and South Berkeley, maybe could use that for getting money.

When and how is this group formed and where and when does it meet.

b. Heath: the barrier at BART and Ed Roberts is a big one, and will be a big issue for the community there. At this point I’m not looking to start a new Bike Blvd. I have 2 full plates, bikes and peds.

c. Bryce: Emeryville is making their bike plan as we speak, and county Route 45 is a huge factor. I think the south Berkeley community needs biking. 

No one wants to cross Ashby twice to cross a bike boulevard to get to Emeryville. And Woolsey connects to Colby which could get you to Oakland.  Mark: an oversight in the days that the bike boulevard network was formed that noone from South and West Berkeley was there to get a boulevard there. 

MOTION: To investigate adding Woolsey to the Bike Boulevard Network. Carried. Equity issue. What is the Transportation Commision going to do with it? Send as recommendation to city staff; Matt Todd, Diane Stark, Ed Church, Max Anderson’s office may be contacts.

7. 2005  Fall Bike Counts

Heath passes out bike count results page with Helmet use and  usage of bike intersections at boulevards. Marin is on the count for  this year only. It shows that if you improved things for Milvia Street downtown, you would be improving things for more bicyclists Than for any other area. Milvia and Hearst is also high.

8. Update on Ongoing Projects: Deborah Chernin

9. Adjournment: 6:04pm

