BICYCLE SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE CITY OF BERKELEY TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11, 2006,  4:00-6:00 PM   OFFICE OF TRANSPORTATION
1947 Center Street, 3rd Floor,  “Tupelo” Conference Room (East side of building)

Staff Present: Heath Maddox, Office of Transportation

Commissioners Present: Dave Campbell, 

Members of the Public: Mark Abrahams, Claire Risley, Phil Morton, Emily Wilcox

Minute Taker: Claire Risley

1. Meeting Administration
    Announcements of relevant information

2.  Claire: January 12, 7pm, West Berkeley PAC, Open House  West Berkeley Senior Center Addison Street/4th Street Contract; workshop done by Belucci Engineers, Bill Harris, Environmental Design
 Heath: Signal at Ashby and Hillegass not funded with CMA

Emily: BART plaza design meetings still happening; bike access issues

3.     Workshop 1/23/06 Kara, of OOT,  has the announcements

4. Alameda County Ped Plan meeting ACTEA: 1:30pm-3pm 17th and Broadway downtown

5. Public Comment

Phil:  Safety measures must be installed at Dwight and California

Mark: Meeting Announcements would be better done in writing, and not take up meeting time.
6. Office of Transportation Bike Projects: 2006 Overview

Heath passes out his 2006 proposed work plan. Numbers refer to items on Plan.
Heath: Work Plan: #15: Bay Trail Crossings: Legality of riding your bike in a multi-use

7. crossing: delineate space from pedestrians and bikes so the issue won’t come up. It was easy to come up with West Street Crossing: There are design problem for the Bay Trail. 

8. Mark: Bruce Agnew, BPD, came to meet with the Bike Subcommittee about the Ohlone Trail, and along with West Street issues (at Ohlone Park/Hearst) this subject was discussed at length a few years ago.

9. Heath: Possibility of Legislative change: (Michelle in LA is also having problems) CBC lobbyist will look into changing rules (making it legal to ride bike in multi-user crosswalk when it is a bike path or Bay Trail or when it is the street connecting two sides of a multi-

Use facility. 

#16. Project database development (MO Access database) timelines, project management; one step further than excel and lists. Heath will keep it up to date so that anyone can stop in and see how things are going.
Dave: Could you condense it or do a report, so we could see it too.

#18: Regional Bicycle Working Group is what MTC RBWG 

Dave: Cal Trans BAC meets quarterly, so it would be good to put on your list

#17 and #18 are meetings Heath goes to for talking about sharrows, etc. 

#18: Plan review: works with Peter Ecklund  on bike issues

Project review: When Heath does consultation for internal city projects, such as the

1. West Street Project: bike issues involved with that

2. Aquatic Park Connection project with Public Works

Dave: Do you work with Public Works people much? Heath: No, unless Peter Hillier

Brings me in 

Priorities: Mark: 9th Street Yes. In Potential New Projects: Dana Street counterflow is                  more important than signage issues.

#13: Channing above Telegraph Heath: Striping project up there is done: multi-year striping projects with Krisp, Heath pointed out problems that needed help were done at his bequest. Any more ideas? Oxford, is one Telegraph is another. Heath tries to get them to do what they do, but it isn’t easy. People need to talk to Public Works, City Attorney to get safety hazards cleared.

Dave: 6th Street: Hamid came asking about bike lane legends stripe north of Cedar the same as south of Cedar, but not marked: What happened is that it was different so it has 2 stripes

Dave would like to see Russell/Shattuck, Dwight/CA, where signal is not a solution. (Arterials) 

10. #14. This is Hamid’s responsibility the Malcolm X project Phil can follow up on this.

Dave: when do you think you will have the Ped Plan done: for the rest of the year. 

11. Shared Use Bicycle Marking : Application in Berkeley

12. Cal Trans has issues as to how they will use sharrows: They use the word “Shall” a lot: San Francisco has a problem with this: it is for limiting the use to parallel parking and not right angle, or diagonal parking. Don’t want to maintain on State Routes (eg Ashby, only on roadways without striped bike lanes or shoulders: Tunnel Road: there is no parking but has a stripe, so therefore no sharrow. The California Traffic Control Devices committee passes this so Cal Trans had to reply. National Committee of Traffic Control Devices to get it in to MCTB, but it failed. So let it sit, and see what happens. Where can Berkeley put them in the road that will be legal. 

Heath: passes out a list of 2.5 bikeways and some others, Marina, Fulton, that are proposed for bike lanes, and lets talk about where it might be legally used. 

Mark: look at definition of shoulder line and bike lane line and fog line: distinction  of

Shoulder and “lane/line”.

Dave: Telegraph should not be on list for sharrows, when it has lane markings. Maybe add a note “only when bike lanes are not feasible. 

Phil: Add Acton: Euclid, Class 3. Plan is to put a bike route up there. 

13. Mark: Pavement is a slip-out treatment;Euclid just below Eunice, so the rough treatment was put on Euclid and in two places on Spruce, Heath says. Mark: that would be a reason not to use sharrows, for more paint is more slippery. Heath: I don’t want to propose new markings because of the maintenance problems. Dave: Isn’t it the Methacrolate? Yes, but

City has inspectors who tell the people who destroy the markings, and where does the buck stop?
14. Dave: Do you have actual speeds? I would like to discuss the signage: Heath draws a little diagram, with a sharrow and a bicycle icon with a diamond and a square. Dave: Use the same symbol that we use in Berkeley. Heath likes the Cal Trans bike symbol. 

15. Heath: OOT is pursuing 9th street and not Route 45 for now. (See November and December Meetings for discussion of Route 45.)

16. Countywide Bike Plan: Berkeley-Oakland-Emeryville Bikeway Connections

17. Dave: North-south routes are ones that will be the focus. Downtown Oakland to Alameda is the most northerly route. New routes require overcrossings, which are financially prohibitive.

18. Mark: Milvia  needs the coverage
19. Heath: bikeroute signage or sharrows on Spruce.
Woolsey and 66th is more in need of treatment. 

20. Updates on Ongoing Projects

Covered in Heath’s Work Plan discussion.                                       
21. Adjournment:  6:05pm
